THE ADVOCATH

11

PEOPLE'S PARTY NATIONAL FLAT-
FoORM,

Assembled upon the ons hundred and
sixteenth anniversary of the declaration
of Independence, the People's party of
Amarics, in its first oatlonal convention,
invaking upon their sction the blessing
of Almighty God, puts forth, in the name
and on behalf of the people of this coun-
try, the following preambls and declars-
tion of priociples: The conditions which
gurround us best justify our co opera-
tion; we meet In the midst of a nation
brought to the verge of moral, political
and msterial ruln; corruption dominates
the ballot box, legislatures, congress, and
touches even the ermine of the bench,
The people are damoralized; most of the
states have been compelled to isolate
votors at polllog places fo prevent unl-
versal Intimldation or bribery. News-
papera are largely submdized or muzzled;
public oplnion sllenced; business pros-
trated; our homes covered with mort
gages; labor impoverished and land con-
centrating In the hands of capltalists.
Urban workman are denied the right of
organization for sell-protection; imported,
pauperized labor beats down thelr wages;
s hireling, standing army, unrecognlzed
by our laws, s established to shoot them
down and they are rapldly degenersting
Into Buropean comditions; the fruits of
the toll of millions are bodlly stolen to
build up coloesal fortunes for the faw, un-
precedented in the history of mankind,
and the possessors of these Inturn de-
spisa the rapublic and endanger Uberty;
from the same prolific womd of govern-
mental Injuatice, we breed two great
classas—tramps and millionaires; the na-
tional power to creste mouey Is appro-
priated to enrlch bond-holders; the vast
public debt, payable in legal-tender cur
rancy, has been funded into gold bearin
bonds, thereby adding mlillions to the bur-
dens of the people; silvar, which has besn
accepted as coln alncs the dawn of his-
tory, has been demonstized to add to the
purchasing power of gold by decreas-
ing the value of all forms of property ss
well 88 human labor, and the aupply of
currency la purposely abridged to fatten
usurers, bankrupt enterprise and en-
slave industry; s vast conspiracy sgalnst
mankind has been organlzed on the two
continents and is rapldly taking posses-
slon of the world; if not met and over-
thrownat omce it forbodes a terrible
social convulsion, the destruction of
capitallzation or the establishment of ab-
solute despotism;'we have witnesseq for
more than a quarter of a century the
struggles of the two great polltioal
parties for power and plunder, while
grisvous wrongs have been'Inflicted upon
the suffering people; we charge that the
controlling Influences dominating both
these parties have permitted the existing
dreadful conditions to develope without
sertous effort to prevent or restraln them;
nelther do they now promise us any sub-
stantlal reform; they have agreed to-
gother to ignore In the coming campalgn
avery lssue but one; they propose to
drown the outorles of the plundered peo-
ple with the uproar of 8 sham battle over
tariff, so that capltal, corporations, na-
tlonal banks, trusts, watered stock, de-
monatization of ailver and the oppresalon
of usurers may be all lost sight of; they
propose to sacrffles our homes, lives and
children on the altar of mammon; to
destroy the multitude In order to secure
corruption funds from milllonsires. As-
sembled on the annlversary of the birth-
day of the nation, and filled with the
spirit of the grand generation who sstab
Hshed our independence, we seek to re-
store the government of the republic to
the hands of the “plaln people,” with
which class it originated; we assart our
purposes t0 be ldentical with the pur-

poses of the pational constitutlon; to form
a mors perfect unlon, establish justios,
insure domestic tranquillty, provida for
common ' defense, promote general wel
fare and secure the blessings of liberty
for ourselves and our posterity; we de-
olare that this republio can only endure
aa & frea government while built upon
the love of the whole peopla for each
other and for the nation;that it cannot be
ploned wogether by the bayonet; that the
civil war Is over and that every passlon
and resentment which grew out of it
must dle with It, and that we mustin
fact, as we are ln name, become a unlted
brotherhood of free men; our country
finds itself confronted by conditions for
which there Is noprecedentin the world;
our annual agnoultural produgtions
amount to billlons of dollars In walue,
which must In & few weeks or months be
exchanged for blllions of dollars worth
of commodities of other productions;
the currency supply ls wholly in-
adequats to make this exchange, and the
regults are falling of prioces, the forma-
tlon of comblnea and rings and the Im-
poverishment of the producing class; we
pledge oursaelves that, it given the power,
we will labor to ocorrect these evila
by wise and reasonable leglslation,
In aocordance with the terma of our
platform; we belleve that the powers of
government, In other words, of the peo-
ple, should be sxpanded (as-in case of
the postal service) as rapldly and as far
as the good semss of an Inielllgent
people and the teachlogs of experience
shall justify, to the end that oppresalon,
injustice and poverty shall eventually
cense in this land. While our sympathles,
as the party of reform, are naturally
upon the side of every proposltion which
will tend to make men Intalligent, virtu-
ous and temperats, we nevertheless re-
gard these questions, lmportant ns they
are, as apcondary to the great lssues now
pressing for solutlon, snd upon which
not only our Individual prosperity, but
the very exiatence of our fres institutions
depend; and we ask all men to help
us firat to determine whether we are to
have tha republlo to sdminister bafore
we differ as to the condltlons upon which
{tlato be adminlstered; believing that
the forces of reform this day organized
will never cense to move forward until
every wrong Is remedled and lawful rights
and squal privileges securely established
for all men and women In this country;
we declare theralore;

Firat—That the unlon of the labor
foroes of the United States, this day con-
summatad, shall be permanent and per-
petual; may is eplrit come nto ali hearts
for the salvation of mankind.

Second—Wealth beloogas to hlm whe
crestes it, and every dollar taken fr
industry without equivalant is robbery.
“If any will not work, neither shall be
eat.” The interests of rural and civic
Iaborers are the same; their enemiss are
identical. .

Third—We belleve that the time has
come when rallroad corporations will
elther own the people or the people must
own the ruilroads, and should the gov-
ernment enter upon the work of owning
and mansgiog any and all railroads, we
should favor an smendment to the con-
stitution by which all persons engaged in
governmant sarvice shall be place under
clvll service regulations so as to provent
an inorease of the power of the national
sdministration by the use of such addl-
tional government employes.

Fourth—We demand a national cur
rency, safe, sound and flexible, lasued by
the general government only, a lagal
tender for all debts, public and private,
and that without the use of banking cor-

porstions; & just, equitable, afficlent
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menns of distribution direct to the peo-
ple at a tax not to exceed ¥ per csnt. per
annum to be provided as set forth In the
sub-trensury plan of the Farmers' Alll-

ance, or some better system; also by pay-

ments In the dlscharge of Its obligations | §

for publio Improvementa.

We demand the free and unlimited
colnage of sliver and gold st the lagal
raioof 10 to 1.

We demand that the amount of cloulat-
fog medium be speedily Inoreased to nnt
lees than 50 per caplta.

Wa demand a graduated Income tax,

We belleve that the money of the
oountry should be kept as much s pons!-
ble in the hands of the people, and hence
we demand that all state andnational
revenues shall ba limitad to the necessary
exponses of the government, sconomically
sad honestly admintutered.

,We demand that postal savings banks
bo eatablished by the government for
the safe deposlt of the earnings of the
people and to facilitate exohange,

Transportation — Transportation belng
s mothod of exchaoge and s publio ne-
cesslty, the government should own and
operate the rallroads in the Interest of
the people,

The telegraph and telephone, like the
postoffice system, belng & necessity for
the transportation of news, should be
owned aad operatad be the government
In the Interest of the people,

Land— Land, lncluding all natursl '1‘,{

sources of wealth, is the heritage of the
people, and should not be monopolized
for speculatlve purposes, and the sllen
ownership of lsod should be prohibised.
All land now held by raliroad and other
corporations, In excess of thelr sctual
peeds, should be reclalmed by the gov-
ernment and hald for actusl ssitlers only.
HUPPLEMENTANY KESOLUTIONS.

Whereas, Other questions having been
presented for our consideration, we hareby
suomit the following, Dot as a part of the
plasform of the People's party® bub as res-
olutions expressive of the sentiment of this
oconvention:

Resolved, That we demand a free ballot
aod a fair oount in all sleotions, and pledge
curselves to meoure it Lo every legal voler,
without federal intervention, shrough the
adoption by the states of the umperverted
Australian or seoret ballot system.

Raesolved, That the revenus received from
s graduated income tax should be applied
to the reduction of the burden of tazation
now resting upon the domestio industries of
the country,

Hesolved, That we pledge our support to
fair and liberal pensions to ex-Union sol-
diers and sailors.

Resolved, That we condemn the fallaoy
of prolecting Amorican labor under the
present system, which opens our poris fo
the pauper and criminal classes of the world
aud erowds out our wage earners, and we
denounos the presant ineffective laws in re-
gurd to oontract labor, sad demand ths
further restriotion of undesirable imme-

gration.
Resolved, That we cordially sympathize
with the efforls of organized workingmen
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*JNO. B. MILLER,

201 Lake Strest, - Chlcago, IIL

to shorten the hours of labor, and demand
a rigid enforosment of the existing eight-
hour law on government work, and ask that
a ponalty olauss be added to the said law.
Resolved, That we regard ihe mninte-
nanos of the large standing army of mex-
cenaries known as the Pinkerton nystem, s
& meusos to our liberties, nnd we demand
ita abolition, and we ocondemn {he recent
invasion of the territory of Wyoming by the

qulred, Addn-hlllulllul Tenth
strest, Topeka, Kansas.




